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by Katy Hally

Since 1982, physics undergradu-
ates from around the Atlantic 

provinces have looked forward to 
a particular weekend in Febru-
ary. On that weekend, we gleefully 
forget about our homework, gather 
our fellow physics majors, and jump 
into vans, buses and planes on our 
way to the Atlantic Undergraduate 
Physics and Astronomy Conference 
(AUPAC).

AUPAC 2008 was hosted on the 
beautiful campus of the University 
of Prince Edward Island from 8th 
to 10th of February. Over 140 del-
egates from nine Atlantic universi-
ties attended the event, the main 
focus of which is always the under-
graduate research presentations and 
poster fair. 40 students presented 
their work in a series of 15-minute 
talks, covering a variety of topics 
from hydrodynamics to solid state 
to particle and subatomic physics.

As usual, the conference also fea-

tured a Graduate Studies Fair, vari-
ous social events, and lectures by 
four keynote speakers. The speakers 
this year were Heather Auld, James 
Drummond, Cécil Fradin, and Bill 
Whelan. The first two of these work 
in the field of atmospheric phys-
ics; Heather Auld is a meteorologist 
working for Environment Canada 
in both domestic and international 
capacities, while James Drummond 
holds the Canada Research Chair for 
Remote Sounding of Atmospheres 
at Dalhousie and is currently doing 
research at the PEARL research 
facility in Nunavut. The others are 
biophysicists; Cécil Fradin is pursu-
ing several projects related to fluo-
rescence at McMaster University, 
and Bill Whelan researches light 
and sound propagation in human 
tissue as the Canada Research Chair 
for Biomedical Physics at the Uni-
versity of Prince Edward Island.

AUPAC 2009 will be held at the 
University of New Brunswick, Fred-
ericton campus.

AUPAC 2008

Best poster

Mostharul Hassan
Memorial University
Mixing and unmixing 
immiscible materials

Best presentations

Andrew Reddin
Dalhousie University
Stretching a muscle protein 
using statistical mechanics

Eric Ouellette
Mount Allison University
Peering into a crystal ball: 
Compton scattering on 
deuterium in Mainz, Germany

Justine MacMillan
Acadia University
Extracting tidal power from the 
world's largest bathtub

AUPAC 2008 
prize winners

news

APICS Undergraduate 
Science Communication 
Award
Student’s choice award for skill 
in explaining research to the 
general public

Ryan Gessner
Acadia University
An investigation into the 
effectiveness of a low-cost radon 
gas mitigation system

Best materials 
presentation

Marc Collett
Moncton University
Attempt at a new procedure to 
prepare electrochromic devices

UPEI hosts Atlantic undergraduates


